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3. Stanford
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Berger
The Sign

10, Lawels of Codea

One of the preblems we face in dealing with cedes stems frem the
fact 't-h;t.. they can operate at differsnt lavels--sometimes at the same
time, alse, Thimk of humor, for example, Some humer is universal--
things like the antica of clewns er mimes, Other humer seens te be
natlenal er, at least, desply affected by matters cennacted with
natisns, Hare I'm thinking of Bnglish underatatement, Ameriean exubar-
ange, stc. Than, within natlons, tasre are other subcategeries such as
reglonal humor (Yarkes, Southern), lecal humor (Boatonlan) and
individual humer (a given persen's sense of humor),

In the chart that follows I have categorized the lavels ef humor,

offered explanations of what causes them, amd given examples,

level Explanation Azample
Universal Natural Mimas, Clowna
liational History American Characters
Reglonal Ceegraphy Country Bumpkin
Lecal Groups Jekea about Gays in 5.F,
Individual Personality Jokes I like

Code Levels

Tie fact that those code levels exiat means that there ls often &
great deal of confuslon caused by, for instance, a sender of a4 nessage

operaling at one level and a receiver of a messege operaling at another

level, In additien, matters such as edacational level, ethaicity

LS S0 b B ) ghamins . YT G gl Amin
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